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 Plans in Action for Marda Loop  

 By Tom Taylor, President 
 
I'd like to take a moment to outline the purpose of the Marda 
Loop BRZ.  As I see it, the BRZ is made up of volunteer 
business owners in Marda Loop who work together to unify 
a diverse group of businesses in order to create and 
promote an identity for the area that offers a much greater 
draw than any of one business can on its own. There are 
many facets to this and many opinions on how it should be 
done. However, I think we can all agree that an area that is 
clean and safe is desirable. I believe we would all agree that 

an area where all the businesses are thriving and have abundant quality customers is also a good 
thing.  
 
We are working hard to implement new ideas on urban development; collaborating with world 
renowned experts such as Dr. Hiller, from the U of C to create a vision for the future of our 
neighborhood that combines sustainable growth with public spaces to ensure that Marda Loop 
becomes one of the great areas in the city to live, work and shop.  
 
We have found an individual to take care of the plants and maintain our area. We are in the 
planning process of a new approach for Marda Gras. The new format is designed to profile local 
businesses and is an opportunity to host our customers and neighbors. 
 
We have also been working with one of the world’s leaders in neighborhood maps to create a map 
that unifies and promotes the entire area. The idea is to have a way to strengthen and promote the 
connection between all of the businesses in the area. 130 000 copies of a large Calgary map will 
go out to the hotels, car rental locations and tourist info centers.  In addition 30,000 local walking 
maps are being created for merchants to give out to their customers.   

  
New Vietnamese Noodle House brings another exotic f ood offering 
to Marda Loop. 
By Bernadette Geronazzo 
 
Nho Saigon, which translates to “remembering Saigon”, opened its doors on March 1st, 2008 in 
response to chef & owner Trang Dange’s desire to operate a restaurant in a place where her 
cuisine could be enjoyed. 
 
Principal owners: Trang Dang, Mike Dang, Thanh Nguyen and Zuan Pham have joined hands to 
bring exotic Vietnamese combinations to Marda Loop.  Nho Saigon’s 88-item menu offers rich 
textures found in appetizers such as salad or spring rolls and the unique “Grilled beef spareribs 
marinated in lemon grass and sesame sauce”.   
 
Main dishes range in variety from typical noodle soups to exotic vegetarian offerings, rice and 
vermicelli dishes and even a few interesting hot sandwiches all of which can be coupled with 
Vietnamese milkshakes such as Avocado, Mango and Jackfruit – to name a few. 
 
“I love cooking and want to serve the best ingredients in healthy foods,” says Trang, “When I serve 
the customers’ I think of them as my family and that’s why I cook with all my heart.” 
 
Surely this kind of passion will be reflected in a pleasant dining experience for those who sample 
something savory from Nho Saigon. 
 
 

 
 
El Fusion Japanese 
33rd Avenue SW 
 

 

Have your say heard.  
 

Place you vote online for the 
Marda Loop Flower. 

 
 

 
Shasta Daisies 

 
 

 
Purple Chrysanthemums 

 
 

 
Red Geraniums 

 
 

or Green Foliage 
 
 
 

Vote online at: 
 

www.mardaloopbrz.ca/flowers.htm  
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Marda Gras Tables and New Décor Now Available!  
 
Marda Gras will be held on Sunday, August 10th from 10 am – 5 pm and 
planning is in the works for a festival that will bring the pageantry and music of 
New Orleans to the planned for 10 blocks spanning 23rd street to 18th street 
along both 33rd and 34th Avenue SW. 
 
The merchants of Marda Loop are being offered a first opportunity to bring 
their unique wares and services out into the streets for this festive occasion.  
Unlike years past, merchants this year will be offered: 
  

·  8’ x 3’ tables rentals that will be centered in clusters in the middle of 
the street 

·  Coloured foil skirting in the identifiable colours of purple/green and 
gold 

·  5 masks for staff members who will be manning the table(s) 
·  10 coloured beads to wear on the day of the event  

 
For the month of April the cost to Marda Loop businesses is only $125/table. Merchants 
may pre-order at this reduced rate until April 30th, after which the price will rise to the 
non-profit rate of $175/table. The Marda Loop BRZ has kept the price similar to last 
year for non-profit organizations at $175/table, $300 for businesses outside of Marda 
Loop and $350/table for all food/beverage vendors.  Contact Amina at 685-5667 or e-
mail her at info@mardaloopbrz.ca 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Merchants Invited to Crack Down on Crime 
 
Increasing daylight theft and robberies occurring in Marda Loop spurned a meeting on 
March 13th between the Calgary Police District 2 Inspector Blake William, Sgt. Kristi 
Verheul, S/Sgt. Ray Robitalle, Alderman John Mar and the Marda Loop BRZ 
representatives:  Amina Nazier – Office Manager, Huxley Pinto – General Manager for 
ATB Financial and volunteer Keith Purdy. 
 
With the intent to increase police presence and in this way deter crime, vandalism and 
vagrancy, the BRZ requested a retail level community police station.  However, after 
reviewing the crime statistics, Police District 2 found Marda Loop to be one of the safer 
Calgary communities no community police station is planned for the near future. 
 
However, Sgt. Kristie Verheul -- the previous Community liaison officer for Marda Loop 
-- is willing to work closely with Marda Loop merchants and the BRZ to achieve a safe & 
prosperous community.  Police District 2 has offered the use of their newly expanded 
facilities at 4506 – 17th Avenue SW where all merchants and staff are invited to a 
“Safety Savvy” evening.  
 
The intended date for this event would be either Wednesday, May 14 th or Thursday, 
May 15 th from 6pm – 7 pm  at this location, with refreshments served. 
 
The date will be selected by merchant interest and all are asked to contact Amina 
Nazier at 685-5667 or via info@mardaloopbrz.ca to indicate a preference. 
 

 

 

 
 
The South Calgary Community Association's 
annual INDULGE event is a food, drink and 
music affair sponsored by Optimum Dentistry 
and Stuart Pocock of C.M.A.C. Mortgages.  
 
This year the event will be held on Saturday, 
May 3rd from 5 pm - 9 pm at 3130 - 16th Street 
SW.  
 
Hor's d'oevres, wine and beer from your favorite 
restaurants along with a cash bar and a DJ to 
provide music throughout the night!  
 
Proceeds from the $50 member and $55 non-
member tickets fund programs in Altadore, River 
Park, Garrison Woods and South Calgary. 
 
For further information and ticket sales go to 
www.southcalgarycommunity.ca  

Marda Loop BRZ                
#2A, 2135 – 33rd Avenue SW 
Calgary, AB T2T 1Z7 
Phone: (403) 685-5667  
Fax: (403) 242-9066  
E-Mail: info@mardaloopbrz.ca  
Let’s work together to make this a community of 
co-operative businesses here in Marda Loop!  


